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MPs warned to declare free trips and
travel after seven politicians fail to
meet deadlines

Independent MP Helen Haines. Picture: Kym Smith

EXCLUSIVE

By ELLEN WHINNETT
ASSOCIATE EDITOR
Follow @ellenwhinnett

8:40PM APRIL 2,2023 « 8, 7 COMMENTS

Australian MPs have been reminded of their obligations to promptly declare when
they take free trips and other hospitality, after seven were revealed to have failed to
declare sponsored travel and/or hospitality within the proscribed time frame.

Trips to Washington, Honolulu and Taipei have since been added to members and
senators’ registers of interests, following questions by integrity campaigner Sean
Johnson, who tracks social media to see which MPs are travelling, and at whose
expense.

Mr Johnson said MPs were required to declare sponsored travel and hospitality
within 28 days, or risk being found in serious contempt of parliament and dealt
with accordingly.
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social media and in parliamentary speeches.

NATION

Yes campaign shifts focus
to grassroots origins at
Uluru

PAIGE TAYLOR

Independent MP Helen Haines says it is important “irrespective” of who
is in government to stand up and ask... questions about the expenditure
of taxpayer dollars. “It's really important, every time, irrespective of
who’s in government to stand up and ask questions when it comes to
the expenditure of ... More

Special Minister of State Don Farrell issued a reminder for MPs to obey the rules.

“It is the responsibility of all Members and Senators to update their register of
interest, in line with the relevant processes for the House and the Senate,” he said.

READ MORE: Politicians trip up over declaring travel | MP’ travel rort trial

expenses

Independent Helen Haines and Labor MP Luke Gosling failed to promptly declare a
week-long trip to Washington DC and New York as guests of the US State
Department’s International Visitor Leadership Program in January.

The pair were among a group of 10 MPs who attended the trip, which included
flights, accommodation and incidentals.

The trip should have been declared by February 18. Both MPs updated their register
in late March, with Ms Haines’ office blaming an oversight for the delay, and Mr
Gosling’s office giving no reason to Mr Johnson for missing the deadline.

Liberal MP Terry Young and Labor’s Libby Coker failed to promptly declare a trip to
Taiwan in early December. The pair were among a group of six MPs who spent five
days in Taiwan courtesy of the Taipei Economic and Cultural Office in Australia.

The trip was widely reported in mainstream and social media, and the four other
MPs declared the free flights, accommodation and meals they received.
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Libby Coker. Picture: NCA NewsWire/Gary Ramage Terry Young.

Ms Coker and Mr Young updated their registers after Mr Johnson’s Open Politics
project approached their offices.

Open Politics had recently revealed Liberal senator David Van failed to meet the
deadline to declare a trip to Egypt to attend the COP27 climate conference, paid for
by Conservatives for Conservation. Labor Senator Deb O’Neill and Labor MP Peter
Khalil both missed the deadline for declaring a trip they and other colleagues took
to Washington DC in September to attend a forum, hosted by the Inter-
Parliamentary Alliance on China. Both MPs blamed administrative oversights in
their office, and delays in reimbursement from IPAC, for missing the deadlines.

Mr Khalil undertook an audit of his travel after Mr Johnston’s approach and
discovered flights for a second trip he made, to the Australian American Leadership
Dialogue talks in Hawaii, in October, had not been declared. He has since declared
the trip on his register, showing return flights to Honolulu were provided by
Hawaiian Airlines.

ELLEN WHINNETT, ASSOCIATE EDITOR

Ellen Whinnett is The Australian's associate editor. She is a dual Walkley Award-
winning journalist and best-selling author, with a specific interest in national
security, investigations and features. She is a form... Read more
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« Debt collectors set to pursue retiring MP over $10k expenses
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Join The Australian’s editorial director Claire Harvey,
foreign editor Greg Sheridan, chief International
correspondent Cameron Stewart and foreign affairs and
defence correspondent Ben Packham as they discuss
the pending release of the Defence Strategic Review,
the AUKUS alliance, and current tensions in our region
and the impact they may have on Australia.

@ Online Livestream

5 April 2023 from 6:30pm - 7:15pm AEST
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The countries we most
want to visit this year
Wellness and food experiences
are motivating our travel

choices this year; this is where
we want to have them.
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Why Aston crash is no
‘existential crisis’ for
the Liberal Party

There are dangers in writing
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Chopper crash: cop’s
job on line

The Northern Territory Police
Force has threatened to sack

liberalism’s obituary. If politics is ~ the first female boss of its Water
ultimately determined by living  Police Unit in connection to the

standards, then the Lib’s
prospects remain strong.

TOM SWITZER

fatal chopper crash that killed
Outback Wrangler cast
member Chris “Willow”
Wilson.
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BUSINESS
Beijing keen on a ‘new
frontier’

China’s ambassador to Australia
said his country would be
interested in investing in
landmark events such as the
Brisbane 2032 Olympics as part
of a “new frontier” in economic
relations.
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WORLD

Recovering Pope back
on the job after latest
hospital visit

Pope Francis thanked those
who prayed for him during his
latest illness, after presiding
over mass in St Peter’s Square
on Sunday.
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WORLD

Palestinian violence
rises

Escalation threatens to end a
relative lull during the Muslim
holy month of Ramadan.
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‘Rock star’ PM Sanna Frightened Darwin
Marin loses Finland family trapped in a
election ‘war zone’
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rebuild as vote slides:
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Albanese muted on
budget tax windfall
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SA students get a leg up

The University of Adelaide and Deloitte have created a brand new way for students to get
the best jobs straight out of uni.
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Unique journeys in the NT

Embark on heart-thumping adventures or simply spend your time chasing waterfalls:
whatever you're after, you can find it in the top end.
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You can now update the display or screen name associated with your Subscriber
account. Click here for details and guidelines.

Reader comments on this site are moderated before publication to promote lively, but civil
and respectful debate. We encourage your comments but submitting one does not guarantee
publication. You can read our comment guidelines here. If you believe a comment has been
rejected in error, email comments@theaustralian.com.au and we'll investigate. Please ensure
you include the email address you use to log in so we can locate your comment.
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Terry 2HOURS AGO

Penalties should apply as they would in corporate life . Corruption in
Government is not unknown and free trips can be categorised in the same
manner as “ free lunches “

Report ™ Like iff  Reply &

Gerard 2 HOURS AGO

Blame oversight ! That’s outright incompetence or a lie! until someone
pointed out to these puritans they would have done nothing

Report ™ Like iff  Reply &

Michael 2HOURS AGO

Is there some uniform requirement for ALP politicians? Same Dark blue suit,
red tie and all carrying the same disposible coffee cup.

Report ™ Like iff  Reply &

jody 2 HOURS AGO

Keep up the good work, integrity campaigner, Sean Johnson. Keep the
bastards honest!

Report ™ Liked 1 2 Reply &

Craig 3 HOURS AGO

Imagine the average taxpayer failing to report to a government department
on time.. we get no warning, just fines and threats of more action. They get a
slap with a wet lettuce..

Report ™ Like iff  Reply &

Brad (the quiet

. 3 HOURS AGO
Australian)

Independents who entered the Parliament on an integrity ticket are now
blaming oversights for their tardiness. It's not a good look.

Report ® Like i Reply &

Iver 11 HOURS AGO

There will be no improvement in reporting until those failing to meet the
rules are penalised. For example first offence results in 1 week suspension
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for the remaining term ot the Parliament.
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